INTRODUCTION
ONE of the profoimdcst and most acute of contemporary
students of modern society has given expression to the
view thatkt no educational activity or research is adequate
in the present stage of consciousness unless it is conceived
in terms of a sociology of education ".
Such a mode of approach to the study of education
and the formulation of educational policy is, in England,
much more consistently adopted in practice than it is
explicitly avowed in theory. In actual fact, both thought
and practice arc much more closely conditioned by
social realities which arc themselves the result of historical
and economic forces, than by the highly generalized
principles which figure so prominently m the text-books.
Sue h conditioning factors aie none the less potent in not
being explicitly recognized.
It is the purpose of this book to suggest that the
time has come when they should be brought into full
consciousness and be looked at squarely lor what they
arc. lu other words, we propose to accept unreservedly
what may be called the sociological standpoint and to
exhibit as well as wo can its concrete application to the
field of English education. That is, we are to attempt
an interpretation, conscious and deliberate, in terms of a
social economic history, and then, in the light of that
interpretation, lo estimate the capacity of the English
educational tradition to adapt itself without undue
friction or shattering to the demands of a changed order.